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I have thoroughly enjoyed spending a little time in classes across 

the school over the last week. I have been so impressed with the 

children’s enthusiasm and engagement for learning and the range of 

activities that have been planned and delivered. I loved it! It has 

confirmed that we have a super team that are always looking at the 

best ways to support and progress our children.  

In last week’s newsletter I mentioned about the Pupil Progress 

Reports and although they have been created we have now 

experienced a problem with MARK (which is the programme that 

standardises all the assessment scores). This will not be in place 

until Friday 15th October so this will mean that the reports will be 

with you the first week back. However, in the meantime I hope that 

you have been able to attend your child’s Pupil Progress Meetings 

and know how your child is doing and how together we can support 

their next steps in learning.  

We have this week put together our first ‘Lanesend Conversation 

Starters…’ to help develop talk around some of the learning in 

school. I do hope that you find these useful. Next week in school, we 

were planning to hold reading workshops for families within school. 

However, with the current rise in covid cases across the Island I think 

it would be prudent to put these out as videos to our families. They 

are going to cover a range of reading approaches including our 

Reading Eggs and how to develop a love of reading.  

Picking up on covid, I just wanted to clarify that our cases in school 

continue to be quite low. We currently have 13 positive cases across 

the school with 2 staff members. We received a call from the Local 

Authority who were following up on a call to the Department For 

Education who had received a report that one of our classes had 

more than 50% covid cases. This simply is not true and saddened me 

a little so I thought I will do a weekly update on our covid cases so 

that you know that we are tracking them very carefully. The national 

attendance for schools across the country is about 91% in Primary 

Schools. We are currently 93% so we are doing really well and I do 

feel that our bubbles and maintaining our procedures have helped. 

The Isle of Wight yesterday did see an increase in cases to 167 which 

again, I do check regularly so that I am as well informed as I possibly 

can be. If you are worried about anything please drop me a line, I am 

always here to help.  

Next week in school, we begin our Week 4 of Polar Opposites and a 

focus on art next week. I have to say the children are loving the 

learning on the poles and are excited discovering about the habits, 

the animals that live there but also what is happening to the poles 

with global warming. It has been a great learning experience and so 

much more to come. I believe ‘Scott of the Antarctic’ made a visit to 

Year 3 (after he had thawed out a little bit!) 

 

Our Aim High Skill for next week is a balancing challenge and this 

will be followed up within school. We have our Spelling Bees for 

Year 1-6 across the week, Year 6 have got a Test the Water session 

on Wednesday at UKSA and we finish the week with our Lanesend 

Great Run alongside the Flu immunisations (may be we will get the 

nurses to run too!) 

Talking of the Marathon, we are going to resend the School Form 

and extend the closure date to Monday. It would be so lovely if we 

get lots of families to join us to run alongside your child. Team 

Lanesend are up for making some cakes for tea and coffee too. 

Congratulations to Mrs Lewis who completed the London 

Marathon and also to Mrs Wyld who completed a Half Marathon 

at the weekend. Great achievements to be proud of.  

Whoop, Whoop! We have now confirmed our place in the Dance 

Live competition 2022 which will take place at Portsmouth 

Guildhall on Friday 11th February. Mary was in school on Tuesday 

to meet the Year 3s, she is in again tomorrow to meet Year 4 and 

next week on Tuesday and Friday to meet with Years 5 and 6. It is 

very exciting and we are really looking forward to this year’s 

performance. I am still looking for lots of helpers too so please do 

get in touch. We do need help and support to make things happen.  

After the success of last year we are going to take part in the 

Christmas Gifting this year too. The children will complete a 

Christmas piece of art in school and we will send this home in the 

coming week and you can order lots of lovely Christmas gifts for 

your friends and family. I love them and I still have my children’s at 

home from when they were at primary school! 

I have been asked if there are Free School Meal Lunch Vouchers 

coming for this half term. I believe they finished in the Summer 

term. I would also like to point out that we do have Food Bank 

Vouchers in school at all times if you need any support. Please do 

let the Family Team know and they can help in so many ways.  

Today I spent the morning at Cowes Enterprise College seeing past 

Lanesenders (that in my heart, are always Lanesenders). It was an 

absolute pleasure to check in with them, see how they were 

learning and how happy they appeared. Whilst I was there I was 

aware that there were tours available for our Year 6 children so do 

phone up and book if you would like a visit the school (the children 

change and grow up so quickly but when their faces light up I can 

always see the child they were when they were with us). It was just 

lovely!  

The weekend is going to be unusually warm they are predicting . I 

wonder if it will be warm enough for a swim?  

Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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What’s going on? 
Encouraging people to use buses more often is to be a central part 
of the Government’s plan to reach net zero by 2050. Bus stops will 

be heated and have changing rooms and Wi-Fi in a bid to create eco
-friendly park and rides for cyclists. They will also act as a focal 

point for cyclists, electric car drivers and rail commuters to switch 
easily between different modes of transport, with bosses calling the 

new stops ‘mobility hubs’.  

Question:  
What would encourage you to use public transport?  

 

Last Week’s Answer: The 

corresponding sections in 

each orange should contain 

a dark section in each 

compartment.  

Dates for the Diary  

All Week —Spelling Bee Years 1-6 in Assembly 

Tuesday 12th October—Dance Live —Year 5—Mary  

Friday 15th October—Dance Live—Year 6—Mary 

Friday 15th October—Flu Immunisations—Nurses In School 

Friday 15th October—Sponsored Marathon  

Friday 15th October—Last Day of Term  
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Reception— Talk to me about... our Polar Bear Poem and measuring in Maths. 

Words to use... long/ short, tall/short and light/ heavy 

Tips for the week... Check Reading Eggs for a new story set and practise sounds ck,e,u,r. 

We have been reading... Poles Apart. 

  

Year 1—Talk to me about... the names of the oceans and how to find these on a map. Comparing groups in maths, us-
ing greater than and less than. Writing an arctic story.  

Words to use... locate, map, ocean. Greater than, less than, most, least. Describe, story, re-tell.  

Tips for the week...look for examples of maps- which parts of the world do they show?  

We have been reading... The Way Home for Wolf 

 

Year 2—Talk to me about... the artist Peter Thorpe  

Words to use...artist, painting, abstract, colour 

Tips for the week...think about how he used colour and shape 

We have been reading...the far away tree, the polar bears explorers club, puffin keeper 

 

Year 3– Talk to me about...the nocturnal animal character in your story. 

Words to use...adjective, description 

Tips for the Week...Look out for signs of other languages, they are all around us: in food packaging, songs, brands... 

We have been reading...The Owl who was afraid of the Dark, The Penguin who Wanted to Find Out 

 

Year 4- Talk to me about... classifying animals with backbones (vertebrates) into groups. 

Words to use... opening, build up, problem, resolution ending (the parts of a story we have identified this week). 

Tips for the week... Keep practising your times tables at home using TT Rockstars or maths shed. 

We have been reading... Pugs of the Frozen North by Sarah McIntyre and Phillip Reeve. 

 

Year 5- Talk to me about...The video our crazy teachers made! Perhaps talk about a time you have had a strange sense 
or feeling that someone, or something was near you. Was there even anything there? 

Words to use...Suspense, tension, atmosphere, imagery, cliff-hanger. 

Tips for the week...Put a comma after a fronted adverbial. E.g. On Tuesday, Class 12 are visiting The Imperial War Mu-
seum. 

We have been reading...The Polar Bear Explorers’ Club and The Old Mill (a short Talk 4 Writing text).  

 

Year 6—Talk to me about...ordnance survey maps, Svalbard, polar bears and co-ordinates  

Words to use polar...Arctic (with two c’s!) tundra, habitat, adaptation, latitude and longitude  

Tips for the week...whilst your child is reading ask them if they can spot any hyphenated words.  

We have been reading...Sky Song by Abi Elphinstone  

   

Use these prompts with your children at home to start a Conversation about 

their week in school... 
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This weeks Skills Challenge for Aiming High is a Balancing 

Challenge. 
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NEW! 

Fun Spanish Club 
starting in November! 

Contact Ekine Fernandez Coster  

M: 07883097896 

Lcfclubs.iow@gmail.com 

 

Www.facebook.com/LanguageClubsIow 

After school care 
which is fun and 

educational! 

Fun activities 
For children from 

reception to year                 

6 

Games, 
storytelling, 

songs, 
crafts.... 


